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Give a person a 
fish and you feed 
them for a day. 
Teach them how 
to fish and they 
eat for life.
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CONTENT

BROADER CONTEXT
Global
SACSA Framework
SvB – personal 

SAINT IGNATIUS’ COLLEGE
Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum

BROADER CONTEXT

Internationally
Annual Conferences
Davis & Rimm – US
David Hughes – UK
Kalantsis & Harvey - Aust

BROADER CONTEXT

SACSA Framework
Thinking Component

Within the SACSA Framework, five 
Essential Learnings have been 

identified. 

• Futures

• Identity

• Interdependence

• Thinking
• Communication
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Essential Learnings foster the
capabilities to:

• be independent and critical thinkers, 
with the ability to appraise information, 
make decisions, be innovative and 
devise creative solutions

Thinking

What knowledge, skills and dispositions 
are required to develop particular 
habits of mind, to create and innovate, 
and to generate solutions? Through 
this Essential Learning children and 
students develop a sense of the power 
of creativity, wisdom and enterprise 
and capabilities to evaluate and 
generate ideas and solutions.

Curriculum developed from this 
Framework provides learners with 
opportunities to think about thinking
and to develop enterprising attributes. By 
developing a range of systematic, logical, 
innovating and rigorous thinking and 
action processes, learners are able to 
solve problems creatively and generate 
solutions.

They draw on thinking from a range of 
times and cultures and expand their 
capabilities for living in, and improving,
a technologically based knowledge 
society and being enterprising citizens.

BROADER CONTEXT

SvB – personal
Gifted Education

Education for all 
children

Thinking and 
Learning Curriculum

SvB - Personal

Education for Gifted Students or SHIP

-forerunner of education for all 
children

( 1983 – Abraham Tannenbaum)
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THINKING AND LEARNING 
CURRICULUM

at
SAINT IGNATIUS’ COLLEGE, 

ADELAIDE

THINKING AND LEARNING 
CURRICULUM

Yr 7 – Creative Thinking & Research 
Skills
Yr 8 – Critical Thinking & Study Skills
Yr 9 - Creative Thinking & 

Communication Skills
Responsibility of all Subject Teachers

THE BEGINNING

Gifted and Talented  
Methodology

1996 - Wilderness School

Proposal 

Guest Speaker

OTHER 

Tournament of Minds, 
Future Problem Solving 

Festival of Ideas - SA

Thinkers in Residence - SA

World Conferences

SACSA  Framework - SA

THE MIDDLE

Committee

Meetings

Trail Run

2000 - Introduction

THE PROCESS

Committee Meetings

Rationale

Resources

Booklets
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THE CONTENT

Year 7: Creative Thinking 
and Research Skills

Year 8: Critical Thinking and 
Study Skills

Year 9: Creative Thinking and 
Communications Skills

RATIONALE

The Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum for Years 7 to 9, 
complements and enriches 
existing curriculum areas to 
promote student thinking and 
learning.

RATIONALE
The ability to process and use 

information effectively will be a 
crucial skill in the 21st century. 
Information literacy, that is, the 
ability to gather, interpret, apply, 
analyse, synthesise and evaluate 
information from a wide variety of 
sources, including electronic, will 
underpin the ways students learn in 
all areas of the curriculum.

RATIONALE

Thinking is now viewed as a skilled 
performance that can be learned 
and improved by design, through 
explicit teacher intervention. The 
opportunity to learn about thinking 
skills and cognitive strategies can 
be offered to all students.

RATIONALE

The educational focus on the 
teaching of thinking skills has now 
moved into the mainstream. It is 
now expected for school students 
to graduate with having been 
taught how to think about thinking 
and about the nature of the 
thinking process.

FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS

The Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum provides a structure for 
teaching real skills needed by every 
student.

The Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum strives to be relevant for 
teachers and students.
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FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS

The Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum is based on realistic
expectations of student 
achievement.

The Thinking and Learning 
Curriculum has a rational structure.

AIMS:

The Aims of the Thinking and 
Learning Curriculum are to enable 
students to:

Develop abilities necessary to 
become competent, autonomous 
thinkers and learners;

Take action to improve personal 
strengths through metacognition;

AIMS:

Develop a foundation of knowledge and 
application of creative and critical 
thinking skills and apply their 
understanding in a wide range of 
curriculum areas;
Participate with confidence in the 

application of the skills of research, study 
and communication and become involved 
in applying their learning in their day to 
day work;

AIMS:

Understand and apply the skills 
and processes of organisation in 
order to improve their ability to 
study and learn effectively.

YEAR 7

CREATIVE THINKING

RESEARCH SKILLS

CREATIVE THINKING

CREATIVE THINKING - ‘the act of being 
able to produce along new and original 
lines.’ Research indicates that an 
individual’s creative abilities can be 
developed through systematic training. 
Teaching the skills of creative thinking 
will encourage divergent thinking 
abilities, the use of higher level thought 
processes and the development of a 
variety of talents.
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CREATIVE THINKING SKILLS

• Fluency
• Elaboration
• Curiosity
• Creative Problem Solving
• Forced Relationships
• Flexibility
• Brainstorming

CREATIVE THINKING SKILLS

• Imagery
• Attribute Listing
• Originality
• Modification
• Associative Thinking
• Synectics or Metaphorical 
Thinking
• Creative Thinking Process

RESEARCH SKILLS

Technological advances have 
made information more abundant 
and diverse, making it necessary 
for students to become more 
aware and skilled information 
users. Giving students the skills to 
use information has become an 
educational imperative.

RESEARCH SKILLS

STEPS OR STAGES:

Deciding: Determining the 
nature and purpose of the task
Locating: Seeking information 
sources and retrieving 
information
Selecting: Selectively and 
critically examining the 
information retrieved

RESEARCH SKILLS

Recording: Recording and applying 
the information to suit the task
Presenting: Repacking and 
presenting information
Evaluating: Assessing the process 
followed and deciding whether 
needs were met and goals achieved

YEAR 8

CRITICAL THINKING

STUDY SKILLS
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CRITICAL THINKING:

‘CRITICAL THINKING is a 
persistent effort to examine 
evidence which supports any 
belief, solution or conclusion prior 
to its acceptance. The ability to 
think clearly and reason is a 
primary goal of education.’

ASPECTS OF CRITICAL THINKING

Thinking ErrorsDilemmas

Inductive & Deductive
Reasoning

Decisions
ForecastingInferencesCoRT

HypothesisingPlanningBloom’s T’omy

Logical 
Thinking

WebbingObservation

LabellingCause & EffectSequencing
PatterningComparisonClassification

‘Study is most effective when it 
involves real thinking. ..Real 
learning comes when we dis-
assemble our knowledge and re-
construct our understanding.’

Study Skills
STUDY SKILLS:
Knowing how to study is a skill that must 
be learned just like other skills in reading, 
writing and problem solving. Studying 
requires the student to:

♦ Organise thoughts, time, work and 
materials
♦ Make a positive commitment to 
achieving goals
♦ Develop a variety of skills and 
techniques

Actively participate in the learning process

TOPICS:
1 Food for the Brain – Get Fit for Study

Water
Diet
Exercise
Relaxation

2 The Memory
3 Know Thy Self 

Personal Learning Modes
Valuing Yourself

4 Motivation – Goal Setting

TOPICS:
5 Concentration

Classroom
Homestudy

6 Organisation
Classroom
Homestudy

7 Effective Reading
8 Note Taking
9 Assignments, Tests, Exams
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YEAR 9
CREATIVE THINKING

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

GETTING YOUR MESSAGE ACROSS

STUDENT BOOKLET - INTRODUCTION:

As students you are often required to 
locate, gather and organise information 
as part of an assignment. You are 
required to transform information from 
one form to another to demonstrate your 
knowledge and understanding. You may 
prepare information for an audience, 
describe or analyse events, express 
personal opinions, and viewpoints, 
present observations or argue a case. You 
may choose from many different forms of 
communication. 

Communication or sharing skills are the 
skills you need to get your ideas, meaning, 
message, and information across to an 

audience. 

You need to be able to work out what is 
important.

You need to be able to structure your 
message clearly.

You need to be able to use your media 
well.

You need to understand what your 
audience wants. 

STUDENT BOOKLET

CATEGORIES:

• ORAL

• PHYSICAL 

•WRITTEN 

• GRAPHIC

• ELECTRONIC

WHO?

All Subject Teachers
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HOW?

TO TEACHERS:

• Teacher Booklets

• Inservice Sessions

• Demonstrations

• Reference Material

HOW?

TO STUDENTS:

1. Individual teacher approaches

• Whole class – introduced after new 
content taught – content used as 
the practice vehicle for thinking skill

• Small group – Extension English –
introduced first then practised in a 
subject context

THE END

NOT YET IN 
SIGHT!


